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LAFAYETTE -- Councilman Louis Benjamin on Tuesday deferred a controversial resolution requesting a major road in Lafayette be renamed for slain civil-rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., saying he would give some time for others to resolve the matter, which has been rejected three times by the Lafayette City-Parish Council. 

Lafayette Planning Commission member Fred Prejean said he was working with a group of ministers to find a resolution to the matter. 

Prejean said the ministers met Thursday with some councilmen and they all agreed that the situation had become "tense." 

"Together they decided we need to step back and begin to work this situation in a different way," Prejean said. "I think we're on a path now to be able to sit and talk." 

Benjamin said the deferral should not be interpreted as dropping the issue or a "cooling off" period. 

"I'm not cooling off," Benjamin said. "I will bring the issue back up." 

The council has twice voted down renaming Willow Street and earlier this month voted down renaming the Evangeline Thruway. Each meeting had become increasingly contentious. 

Earlier this month, the council voted to cut off debate on the matter, prompting enough of an uproar from supporters that Council Chairman Randy Menard had to recess the meeting. 

Prejean said it was time for the community to get involved. 

"They haven't been able to do it alone, among themselves," Prejean said of the council. 

Racial strife in Lafayette is "totally unnecessary," Prejean said, because the area is so culturally diverse. 

Prejean said none of the councilmen he's talked to have a problem with the name Martin Luther King Drive, they just need to find a suitable road. 

City-Parish President Joey Durel has said that if a majority of people along a road would like a name change, he'd be in favor.

